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(See pg 64.) 
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never ends. Especially when you have a machine with 


as many possibilities as the Horizon Memory Craft 12000. Each 
new function, each unique and well-engineered feature sparks 
another great idea, a new and better way to tackle a challenge. 


Only Janome brings you this perfect blend of advanced 
technology and signature ease-of-use. Ihe Horizon Memory Craft 
12000 has all the incredible functionality you've hoped for in a 
sewing and embroidery machine, implemented in ways that are 
intuitive, smarter, and just plain 

more enjoyable. 


Start your journey at www.HorizonMemoryCraft12000.com! 


11” to the right of the needle 
Adjustable AcuView Magnifier™ 
. Variable zig-zag via the knee lifter 


, One-step needle plate conversion 


. Imm decorative stitches 

10 Built-in LEDs in 5 locations 
. Retractable High Light™ 

91 needle positions 


To find a Janome America Dealer near you visit janome.com 
=] or call 1-800-766-SEWS(/7397) © Janome America 2011 
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HORIZON 
Memory Craft 12000 


Sleek Linear Motion Embroidery 
System™ slips neatly, discretely 
onto the back 


Real-time PC connection with 
Horizon Link™ - use your computer 
& mouse fo edit! 


| oY -3 fo [olsle]e)(-W Yell ig-1-lem a |-) alu 
Layered Fabric Feeding System 
comes in two sizes 


Design original decorative stitches 
from scratch with Stitch Composer™ 


Embroider or sew at up to 1000 spm 
with superior Janome stitch quality 









In Every Issue 
6 Editor’s Letter _D 


notes from Ellen 


8 Contributors 
writer profiles 


10 Tips & Tricks 


reader remarks 
62 Photo Hunt 
win big 
64 In Fashion 


latest trends 


66 On the Web 
online highlight 


Columns 


12 Must Haves 
product picks 


14 Basic Training 
beginner lessons: Fixing 
Embroidery Mistakes 


20 Material World 


fabric fun: Textured 


24 Tech Support 


expert advice 


A iy 
7 = oe 
he 


oy 


x 


yy BS % 
w s ic * 


: , 


Wp a 


On the Cover 
C) OW NIA e4-1 0) 0)-16 Oye) 


radiant wrap 





4 CREATIVE MACHINE EMBROIDERY cmemag.com 





(Ceutive 


IDEAS, INSPIRATIONS & TECHNIQUES 


VOLUME 10 «ISSUE 6 


EDITORIAL 
Editor-in-Chief: Ellen March 
Managing Editor: Kim Saba 

Associate Editor: Colleen Exline 


ART 
Art Director: Matt Walker 
Photography: Brent Ward Photography, 
Mellisa Karlin Mahoney, Matt Walker 
Mlustrator: Melinda Bylow 


Creative Crafts Group, LLC 

President and CEO: Stephen J. Kent 
CFO: Mark F. Arnett 

VP/Group Publisher: Tina Battock 

VP/Publishing Director: Joe! P, Toner 
VP/Production & Technology: Barbara Schmitz 
VP/Circulation: Nicole McGuire 

Corporate Controller: Jordan Bohrer 


OPERATIONS 
Associate Publisher: Wendy Thompson 
New Business Manager: Joseph [zz0 
Renewal & Billing Manager: Nekeya Dancy 
Online Subscription Manager: Jodi Lee 
Newsstand Consultant: 1) Montilli 
Senior Ecommerce Marketing Manager: Makenzie Dykstra 
Production Manager: Michael! J. Rueckwald 
Advertising Coordinator: Madalene Becker 
Administrative Assistant: Jane Flynn 
Retail Sales: LaRita Godfrey; (800) 815-3538 


ADVERTISING INQUIRIES 
Wendy Thompson: (910) 791-3832 
wthompson@creativecraftsgroup.com 
Online Advertising Operations: Andrea Abraharnson (303) 215-5686 
piveuwanRaaNNoaeRwaRN CUSTOMER SERVICE  cccccrsceseeesseeeeeee 
Subscriptions 
U.S. (800) 677-5212 


To order back issues call (800) 269-8024; 
(303) 215-5657 outside U.S. 
or go to www.quiltandsewshop.com. 


DEALER INQUIRES WELCOME. 
Call (800) 815-3538 , or (801) 816-8300. 





Features 


26 Take Five: 
Valentine Scarf 
5 supply project 


28 Budget Friendly: Lace 
Basket 
pennywise project 

34 In Full Bloom 
pretty pillow 


38 Sheer Beauty 


tasteful tunic 


42 Alaskan Landscape 


winter wearable 


48 Rustic Refinement 
delightful décor 


52 Graphic Elements 


whimsical wallhanging 


56 Window Treatment 


button-down beauty 


REPRINTS: Contact Wright's Reprints to purchase quality custom reprints or e-prints 
of articles appearing in this publication at 877-652-5295 or 281-419-5725 outside the 
U.S. and Canada. 


Occasionally, our subscriber list is made available to reputable firms offering goods and services 
that we believe would be of interest to our readers. If you prefer to be excluded, please send 
your current address label and note requesting to be excluded from these promotions to Creative 
Crafts Group Media, 741 Corporate Circle, Ste. A, Golden, CO 80401 Attn: Privacy Coordinator. 


Vol. 11, No. 1. Creative Machine Embroidery (\SSN 1541-5414), is published bi-monthly, 
by Creative Crafts Group, 741 Corporate Circle, Ste. A, Golden, CO 80401. Periodicals post- 
age paid at Golden, CO 80401 and additional mailing offices. Copyright© 2012 by Creative 
Crafts Group. All rights reserved. Nothing may be printed in whole or in part without 
permission from the publisher. Subscriptions are $24.95 for 1 year (6 issues). All foreign 
subs add $10 postage payable in U.S. funds only. For subscriptions, address changes and 
adjustments, write CME, P.O. Box 420235, Palm Coast, FL 32142-0235, or call 1-800-677- 
5212, or email cmembroidery@palmcoastd.com. Return undeliverable address to P.O. Box 
4446, STN Industrial Park, Markham, ON L3R 6G9 Canada. Canada post publications 
agreement No. 41411572. 


POSTMASTER 

Send address changes to Creative Machine Embroidery, PO Box 420235, Palm Coast, 
FL 32142. Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to Bluechip International, PO Box 
25542 London, ON N6C 6B2 Canada. 


TO SUBSCRIBE 
To subscribe to Creative Machine Embroidery magazine, or change the address 
of your current subscription visit Subscriber Services online at: cmemag.com. 


You may also call or write: 
Phone: (800) 677-5212 
International: (386) 597-4387 


Email: cmembroidery@palmcoastd.com 


Subscriber Services: 
Creative Machine Embroidery 
P.O. Box 420235 

Palm Coast, FL 32142-0235 


Subscription rates for the United States and possessions: $24.95 for one year (6). 
Subscribers in Canada and Mexico, add $6 per year to your subscription cost. All 
other subscribers outside North America, add $12 postage per one-year subscription. 
International subscriptions must be prepaid. 

U.S. funds only. Major credit cards accepted. Some back issues of Creative Machine 
Embroidery magazine are available at $6.99, payable in advance. 
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notes from Ellen 


Happy New Year! One of the pleasures of beginning a new year 
is getting a fresh start. We put the past behind us and look to the future, 
plan exciting adventures and set new goals. Here at CME, we've sur- 
passed our 10 year milestone and are looking ahead to what will come 
during the next ten years. 

It’s difficult to predict how machine embroidery will evolve by the 
year 2021. Will every home-sewing machine have embroidery capabili- 
ties? | sure hope so, because everyone deserves the chance to try it and 
see just how simple it really is! And it will only get easier with advance- 
ments in technology and more access to education. 

Even in 2012, sewing and embroidery is right at our fingertips. There are 
sO many resources that offer instant help when we're in the middle of a 





project and things just aren't going well. From sewing apps on smartphones 
to friends on Facebook, there’s always someone or something to help 
when we're having an embroidery crisis. And don't forget to reference past 
CME issues along with cnemag.com and sewingdistrict.com. Plus, actual 
books are still being published—they’ll forever be a favorite resource for 
timeless information. 

The point is, no matter how long the embroidery world has been at 
it, there are always new developments and improvements to make. 
We'll never truly know everything about sewing or embroidery, but isn't 
that what makes it so fun? So | propose we all make a resolution together 
to continue our love of embroidery and push the envelope with our skill 
level and design comfort zone. Let's all try something new at the 
machine this year and see what inspiration comes from it. 

If you've never tried thread velvet, turn to page 34 to learn how. 
You'll love this embellishment because it’s so easy, yet others will think 
it took you years to master. Or design your own fleece top to wear 
on chilly nights. Embroidering fleece is easy if you know a few simple 
tips and use the right products to ensure success. Turn to page 32 for 
helpful how-tos. 

Thanks for starting another year with CME. Let us know what you'd 
like to learn this year at info@cmemag.com. 
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In the March/April issue, ; Sincerely, 

we're celebrating spring with : 

festive baskets and purses. PU 
Don’t miss it when it hits news- & 

stands on February 14. : Ellen March, 


Editor-in-Chief 
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creative sensation” 


sewing and embroidery machine 
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$50 Mail-In Rebate” 
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)) Shape Creator” Appliqué feature including fully automatic appliqué function 
)) ActivStitch” Technology for perfect embroidery even with novelty threads 


)) Original IDT” System and enhanced feeding for thick layers and small piecing — a quilter's dream! 
)) Extraordinary PFAFF® creative” Color Touch Screen 

)) Undo/Redo in Embroidery Editing 

)) Stacking Stitches 


attest 












*Valid on purchase of a 
ATION™ sewing and embroidery machine 


“ 3) en 2/1 5/2011 through 2/15/2012 at participating 
ite) i ale) a PFAF F dea ler near rdeciers. Some restrictions may apply. See PFAFF® dealer for details. 


you 7 VIS he WWW. pfa ffusa .com ©2011 KSIN Luxembourg II.S.ar.|. All rights reserved. All statements valid at time of printing. 


Glents protecting this product are listed on a label positioned underneath the Sewing Machine. PFAFF, IDT (image), 


@) r Ca | -800-997-3 2 ct; CREATIVE, CREATIVE SENSATION, SHAPE CREATOR and ACTIVSTITCH are trademarks of KSIN Luxembourg II, S.ar.l. 
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writer profiles 
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talented experts. 





Sue Barnabee 

(“Budget Friendly: Lace Basket”—page 
28) is a long time educator, dressmaker, 
designer and author. 

Home Base: Farmington, IL 





Susan Beck 

Susan Beck (“Rustic Refinement”—page 
48) has loved creating with fabric, a 
needle and thread for most of her life. 
Susan is an educator, writer and editor 
for Bernina of America. 

Home Base: Orange, CA 

Visit: berninausa.com 


Mary Carollo 

(“Graphic Elements”—page 52) is cur- 
rently a Janome America educator after 
working for 25 years in the custom bridal 
business. 

Home Base: Elmhurst, IL 





Shannon Dennis 

(“Sheer Beauty”—page 38) is a mother, 
designer, and author of Make /t You: Sew 
Hip, Make It You: Your Space and Sewing 
Home Decor: The Basics and Beyond. 
Home Base: Cleveland, OH 

Visit: theninaline.com 

Follow: facebook.com/theninaline, 
twitter.com/theninaline 


Kathy Durmon 


(“Window Treatment”—page 56) is a 
licensed Martha Pullen heirloom instruc- 
tor, Sulky of America teacher and author 
of A Machine Needle Keeper 

and Information Booklet. 

Home Base: Fayetteville, TN 

Visit: kathy.durmon.com 

Follow: facebook.com/kathy.durmon 











Susan Fears 

(“All Wrapped Up”—page 30) is a Ber- 
nina of America educator and trainer 
who hosts virtual programs, teaches at 
events and sews whenever possible. 
Home Base: Brandon, FL 

Visit: berninausa.com 





Nancy Fiedler 


(“Tech Support”—page 24) is a Janome 
America educator. She travels the 
country teaching a variety of sewing 
and embroidery techniques. 

Home Base: Dwight, IL 





Kay Hickman 

(“Basic Training: Fixing Embroidery Mis- 
takes”—page 14) is a Bernina of America 
educator and teaches seminars and 
classes throughout the United States. 
Home Base: Edmond, OK 

Visit: berninausa.com 


Diane Kron 


(“Take 5: Valentine Scarf”—page 26) has 
been embroidering for 15 years. She’s 
an embroidery software program expert 
and conducts software and embroidery 
training seminars. 

Home Base: St. Louis, MO 

Visit: designersgallerysoftware.com 





Cheryl Stranges 


(“Material World: Textured”—page 20, 
“In Full Bloom”—page 34) is a free- 
lance sewing educator, specializing in 
sergers, embroidery software, sewing 
notions and presser feet. 

Home Base: Ontario, Canada 

Visit: seecherylsew. blogspot.com 


Michele Mishler 


(“Alaskan Landscape”—page 42) is a 
freelance consultant and educator who 
specializes in creating projects for the 
embroidery enthusiast. 

Home Base: Junction City, OR 
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‘tee Our New & Laespniand 


2012 internet Embroidery Club! 


se 











“ Alphabet in 6 Sets! 


2 Styles! Multi-color & one color 
2 sizes! 4x4 & 5x7 
Plus, 2 small uppercase sets for ribbon area 


Applique Designs 


2 sizes! 4x4 & 5x7 


° f- : “a a 
In-The-Hoop Projects”, ~~ 4 - 
> Cutwork Sachets 
> Needle Case Holder 
> Gift Card or Business Card Holder 
> Baby Bibs with Accents 









Vintage 
Reproduction 


Designs in Multi-Color! 





Christening Gown Designs 
i Shadow Work Designs, 


ee! €s Even More! 
7 
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S COMING MONTHLY... 


ane Bird > -  OFFree- -Standing Lace 


Ornamen [Ss The Internet Embroidery Club is a unique on-line service that provides its 


Multi-color & one color members high-quality, machine embroidery designs each month. Designs are 


available in all major formats. Subject matter is varied and each design is sure 
Over $700 Value For or Only to find a special place in your collection. 


Exclusive Member Benefits In addition to the monthly designs and sign-up bonus designs, members 
> Monthly Bonus Designs of The Internet Embroidery Club receive a special discounted price on new 
peryear , 


Ss Special Embroidery CD Pricing embroidery CDs published by Sew Beautiful and Martha Pullen Company. 
. With the purchase of two CDs, the club literally pays for itself. And you get all 
‘ / > Store Discounts this for only $59 a year. *Join before December 31, 2011 and the price is $49! 
~ After Dec. 31, 2011 4 


4, 


a $59 per died “4 r 


a“ 


ba 
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Groups can now be purchased separately! 
See iec.marthapullen.com for information. (SE Se Seer Se ea SOS eee Sarees 


Tips & Tricks 


reader remarks 


Stabilizer Saver -----cecseee 
If a piece of water-soluble stabilizer 
is slightly too small to hoop, adhere 
a small piece of masking tape 
to the outer edge of the inner 
hoop. Hoop the stabilizer, and 
then finger-press the stabilizer 
edge to the tape. The tape se- 
cures the stabilizer, preventing 

it from slipping out of the hoop 
during embroidery. 

Betty D., CME blog 





: Cover Up 

- When changing the 
machine needle, place 
- @ paper or fabric scrap 
over the feed dogs. If 

* you accidently drop the 
needle, it won't fall into 

: the bobbin case, where 
it’s difficult to remove. 

> Brenda K., Facebook 





Have G BA!) prevent metallic thread from twisting as it unravels 
off the spool by threading the end through a hand sewing needle, 
and then pushing the needle through the center of a small Styrofoam 
ball. Place the spool on the sewing machine and thread the machine. 
Monitor the ball to make sure it doesn’t shift drastically while stitching. 
Use heavyweight, but not dense, Styrofoam balls for best results. 
Janice S., Facebook 


In The BAG eceeeecccccccecece 
Embroidering ready-made bags 

is difficult because they're hard to 
hoop. To easily embroider a ready- 
made bag, turn the bag wrong 
side out. Hoop the fabric with the 
embroidery area right side facing 
up. Hold the remainder of the bag 
away from the hoop and needle 
during embroidery. 

Linda M., CME blog 


The original labels on my embroi- 
dery thread spools usually fall off. 
To reference the thread brand and 
color number, | adhere a loose-leaf 
reinforcement sticker (found at 
office supply stores) marked with 
the thread brand name and color 
number to the spool top. 

Rose L., Nanuet, NY 








to purchase a Bendable Bright Light, visit 
bendablebrightlight.com. 


Featured readers received 
a sewing machine light 
from Bendable Bright Light. 
For more information or 
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for 36 Months 


on any DESIGNER™ Sewing and E mbroidery Machine 
™ 
Designer : 
~ - - - - 
ays ~ om 
- - =. . 4 | 





"oe 





Designer QHiamond ie 


~ Sewing and Embroidery Machine 
Payments as low as 


$250.00/Month** 





Deigner Pieby™ 
Sewing and Embroidery Machine 
Payments as low as 


$152.75/Month** 


Designer - par 30 
Payments as low as 


$92.00/Month** 


Designer Sipar 20 
Payments as low as 


. aa 


aco wceakia aaraatts hasack cn 28 cath franciro, Paymart dose ret hkucle salen tnt, Asmat oll ae 





VIKING, DESIGNER, oopsetirabes fant teed 9a roles DESIGNER RUBY, ae Oe 
The BEST BUY SEAL is a registered trademark of Consumers Digest Communications, LLC 


To find the retailer nearest you, visit www.husqvarnaviking.com/us or call 1-800-358-0001. 





Must Haves 


Check out these eight great 
embroidery essentials to 
Ci Kole) tym colebar-i-avigbel-m cole) eee 
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LIGHT BRIGHT 
lluminate your work 
area and store all of 
your small embroidery 
tools with the Craft 
Caddy Lamp. ($79.99, 
ottlite.com) 





HOME BASE 3 FREE-MOTION FUN 
Learn how to successful Easily perform free-motion em- ‘ 
sew home-décor ite ns : broidery with the Octi-Hoop 
By Complete Kit. The kit includes 
three hoop sizes that work on 


any machine, three stabilizers, 











Mae 


using Sewing Home Décor: 
The Basics and Beyond by 
Shannon Dennis as a guide. 


Tn, 


A bonus 45-minute DVD embroidery and quilting pat- 
tutorial is also included. terns, and an instructional DVD. 
($27.95, landavercorp.com) ($129, hoopitall.com) 
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BE SEATED 

Sew with comfort by sitting on 
the SewErgo Ergonomic chair 
while at the machine. The che 
has custom features, such as 
height adjuster and waterfall 
seat edge that relieves pressuf 
($99, reliablecorporation.com) 


























PILLOW PLAY 
Make comfy yet trendy pillows to 
update your home décor using 
the “Must Have” Pillows patiern. 
($13.95, amybutlerdesign.com) 








GC 
if 
. in FINE ART 
ees = 9.9 Use the Artistic Sewing 





Suite to create custom 
embroideries. The soft- 
ware has useful features, 
including over 350 built- 
in designs and a heat 
transfer tool that can fuse 
any artwork to fabric. 
($799, janome.com) 
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Fixing lEmaloroidery 
IMMSTAUKSS » nm 


Even after careful planning, design placement and test-stitching, 
mistakes often occur during the final stitchout. Learn multiple ways to fix 
mistakes that may make the design look better than the original. 
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A thread nest 


oy © 
Sometimes no 
one else will notice 
vals eeleygeptelatmeelice 
take unless you tell 
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point it out. 
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Don’t Panic 


Once a mistake is discovered, im- 
mediately stop the machine and walk 
away. Walking away for even a min- 
ute helps calm your nerves and gives 
you an opportunity to think abouta 
proper solution. 


Once you’ve cooled off, return to the 
project, but don’t remove the fabric 
from the hoop. Keeping the fabric in 
the hoop increases the number of 
solutions. Make note of any design 
changes, such as sizing or rotation, 
and the design and needle position. 
Analyze the problem and review the 
possible solutions. 


Thread Nest 


A thread nest is a tangled bundle of 
needle thread that appears on the 
fabric wrong side (A). It usually oc- 
curs during the first few stitches of 
a color change, accompanied by an 
audible noise. If you continue stitch- 
ing, the thread nest is covered by 


the remainder of the design, making 
it impossible to remove. 


Cause: A thread nest is caused by 
incorrect threading, usually when 
the presser foot is down. When the 
presser foot is raised, the two ma- 
chine tension discs spread apart 

and the thread lies between them. 
When the presser foot is lowered, the 
tension discs close with the proper 
amount of tension applied to the 
thread. 


If the presser foot is down when the 
machine is threaded, the thread lies 
above instead of between the tension 
discs. During the first few stitches, 
the machine isn’t stitching with any 
tension, creating a large thread nest 
on the fabric wrong side. 


Fix: Once you hear the machine noise 
or feel the fabric bunch, stop the 
machine, remove the hoop from the 
machine, and then carefully cut away 
the thread nest with a pair of sharp, 
small scissors. Rethread the machine 
with the presser foot up. 


cmemag.com 


COE R ROE EOEEEREEEEOE EEE E EERE HEHEHE RHEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EE EEE EE EEE EEE EEE THEE EE EEE EEE EEE EEE EE EE HERES EEE RHEE EEE EEE EEE EE EE HEHEHE TEESE HEE EEE EEE EEE EE HEHE EEE EEE HEHEHE EEE EE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE E EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EE HERE HEHE EEE EHEH EEE EEE EEE EEE EE HEHEHE SESE EERE EE EEES 


EERE EEE EERE EERE EEE EEE EEE EEE EERE EEE EE EEE EE EEE EE EEE EE EEE EE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE SESE E TEETER EEE EE EEE EEE ESSE EEE EEE EERE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EERE EERE EEE EEE EERE EE EERE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EERE E EE EEE EEE EEE EEE EE EE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE TEST EEE EEE EERE EE EEE EEE EEE EEE TEER EEE EEE EEE EES 


. Outlines 


Cause: Slightly misaligned outlines 
occur because the stabilizer is too 
lightweight for the design or the hoop 
screw is too loose (B). 


Prevent 


¢ Use the correct stabilizer weight for 
the fabric. If uncertain of which sta- 
bilizer to use, choose a variety that’s 
slightly more heavyweight than the 
fabric or use two stabilizer layers. 


e Tighten the hoop screw. A loose 
hoop allows the fabric to move as 
the fill stitches are embroidered, 
prohibiting the outline stitches from 
embroidering along the fill stitch 
perimeter. 


Fix: Use a permanent fine-tip 
marker or pen and color in the 
visible fabric between the outline 
and fill stitches (C). 


Problem: Extremely misaligned 
outlines look like the machine has 
stitched in one area, and then the 
needle moved to another position 
and started stitching (D). 


Cause: The embroidery arm bumped 
into something during stitching. 


Prevent 


e Keep chairs away from the front of 
the machine. 


e Place the machine far away from 
the wall to allow for complete arm 
and hoop movement. 


Cause: A surge (or drop) in power. 
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Prevent 


e Use a surge protector with a surge 
limiting voltage of at least 330 volts 
to prevent electrical fluctuations. 


e Invest in a battery backup sys- 
tem, especially if you live in an 
area prone to power fluctuations. 
A battery backup system keeps 
the machine running for a short 
amount of time, allowing you to 
note the design settings or stop 
the design at a convenient point in 
the stitchout. 

Fix 

Fixing extremely misaligned outlines 

depends on how much of the design 

is stitched before the issue occurs 
and how much time it will take to 
remove the stitches. 


e Stop the machine and remove the 
hoop, but don’t remove the fabric 
from the hoop. Remove the stitches 
from the misaligned portion (refer 
to “Removing Embroidery Stitches” 
on page 17). Place the hoop back 
onto the machine and start to 
embroider at the beginning of 
the removed stitching. If the 
misaligned outline was caused 
by an electrical problem, turn 
off the machine, and then turn 
it back on to ensure the design 
stitches properly. If the machine 
isn’t turned off, it may store incor- 
rect information in its temporary 
memory, which may cause 
the design to stitch incorrectly. 





B slightly misaligned outline 





Color in fabric between 
outline and fill stitches. 
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G Use a topper to prevent fabric 
show-through. 
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e The easiest way to correct a mis- 
aligned design is to cover it with 
an appliqué (refer to “Appliqué ” 
on page 18). 


Feathering 


Cause: The design outlines are slightly 
misaligned and have a feathered ap- 
pearance. Or the final design outline 
doesn’t stitch directly over the original 
outline, creating misaligned design 
outlines. Both problems are caused by 
the machine stitching too fast (E). 


Prevent: Reduce the machine 
stitching speed. 


Fabric Show-Through 
Cause: Some embroidery designs 
have very few fill stitches, which are 
intentionally digitized so the fabric 
shows through. However, if a design 
has dense fill stitches and the fabric 
still shows through, it creates an un- 
attractive design. This usually occurs 
when stitching a light-colored thread 
on dark fabric (F). 


Prevent 


e Change the design density on the 
machine screen. The density is 
then changed for the entire design 
and specific design elements can’t 
be changed. 


In embroidery software, increase 
the density for the specific design 
elements. 


Use a topper, which is designed 
to prevent fabric from showing 
through the stitching. A vinyl top- 
per permanently remains within 
the design stitches (G). 


Fix: If the problem occurs on the 
final project, try restitching the area 
before moving to the next thread 
color. If you wait until the design is 
completely finished, you may need 
to restitch more than one color if ad- 
ditional shading or stitches conceal 
the area. Restitching the area can re- 
sult in misaligned outlines because 
the design density is increased. 


Puckering 


Cause: Fabric puckering around an 
embroidery design is a common 
problem and usually caused because 
of improper hooping and/or using 
insufficient stabilizer (H). 


Prevent 


¢ Don’t stretch, tug or pull the fabric 
when hooping. Even woven fabrics 
are often distorted by pulling the 
fabric during hooping. Make sure 
the fabric is taut, but not overly 
tight in the hoop. 


Secure fabric to stabilizer using 
temporary spray adhesive be- 
fore hooping. Stabilizer doesn’t 
stretch, which prevents fabric 
from stretching when it’s adhered 
to the stabilizer. 


Loosen the hoop screw sufficiently 
before placing the inner hoop 
within the outer hoop. 


Finger-tighten the hoop screw as 
much as possible after the fabric 
and stabilizer are hooped. 


Before embroidering, use the 
baste-in-the-hoop function, if 
applicable, to further secure the 
fabric to the stabilizer. 
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Fix 
Proper pressing is the only way to 


fix puckered fabric once the embroi- 
dery is complete. 


¢ Position the fabric with the em- 
broidery right side down ona 
plush towel. Press the fabric 
wrong side. The design right side 
sinks into the towel, retaining the 
design dimension, while allow- 
ing you to press the fabric beyond 
the design perimeter. 


¢ If wrinkles persist, use your fingers 
to gently smooth the fabric while 
it’s still warm. Let the fabric cool 
before removing the fabric from 
the towel. 


Removing Embroidery 
Stitches 


When removing embroidery stitches, 
always work slowly and carefully for 
the best results. Don’t remove the 
fabric from the hoop. If the fabric 

is removed from the hoop, don’t 
remove any stabilizer until the 
stitches are removed. 


Even after the stitches are re- 
moved, needle penetration holes 
remain in the fabric. Some fab- 
rics are permanently damaged by 
needle perforations. Restitching 
the same design over the area 
generally covers the needle holes; 
however, use a larger design or 
appliqué for best results. 


Surgical Seam Ripper 


e Place the fabric right side down on 
a flat work surface. 


¢ From the fabric wrong side, take 


shallow, small cuts along the 
stitching to gradually remove 
the thread (I). Pressing too hard 
on the seam ripper tip can cut 
through the fabric, creating a 
permanent hole. 


¢ Occasionally turn the fabric to the 
right side and loosen the threads 
with your fingernail. 


¢ Use a standard seam ripper to re- 
move very small stitches close to 
the fabric. Slide the seam ripper 
point under the stitch, and then 
cut the thread. 


Electric Stitch Removal Tool 


Use an electric stitch removal tool 
to quickly remove stitches. The tool 
resembles a mustache trimmer, but 
the blades are specially designed to 
cut thread. The tool can be used on 
the fabric right side; however, the 
chances of cutting through the fabric 
are much greater. 


e Place the fabric right side down on 
a flat work surface. Hold the tool 
upside down in your hand, and 
then gently maneuver the blades 
over the bobbin stitches (J). 


Satin or column stitches are the 
easiest to remove. Gradually slide 
the tool blades back and forth 
through the bobbin stitches. 


Fill stitches require more time 

and patience to remove. Gradu- 
ally move the tool blades in small 
circles. Stop periodically to remove 
the thread fuzz that accumulates. 


Occasionally turn over the fabric 
with the design right side facing 
up and loosen the threads with 
your fingernail. 
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K Cut away stabilizer. 


@eaggi 











L Position appliqué over 
mistake; stitch. 


M Stitch appliqué perimeter. 
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Applique 
Sometimes it’s easier to cover the 
original design with an appliqué. If 
the original stitches remain in the 
garment, stitching another design 
over the original can cause the needle 
to break. Create a design or patch 
appliqué to conceal the mistake. 
Design Appliqué 
¢ Select a design that’s easily cut 
out and has a solid shape. Avoid 
designs that have spiral outlines 
or no fill stitches. Choose a design 
that’s large enough to entirely 
cover the mistake. 


¢ Hoop a piece of mesh cut-away 
stabilizer that closely matches 
the project fabric color. Use black 
stabilizer for dark fabric, white 
stabilizer for light fabric or beige 
stabilizer for colored fabric. 


e Embroider the design. When the 
embroidery is complete, cut away 
the stabilizer as close to the design 
perimeter as possible without cut- 
ting any threads (K). Apply a thin 
line of seam sealant around the 
design before cutting. 


Thread the machine needle with 


monofilament thread and select a 
straight, zigzag or blanket stitch. 
Position the appliqué over the 
mistake and stitch the appliqué 
perimeter (L). 

Patch Appliqué 


e Select the same fabric as the dam- 
aged fabric for a subtle look. Select 
contrasting fabric for a bold look, 
making it appear that the appliqué 
was your original intent. 


¢ Hoop a piece of fabric that’s large 
enough to conceal the mistake 
with stabilizer that matches the 
design density and fabric weight. 


Embroider the desired design. 
When the embroidery is com- 
plete, remove the hoop from the 
machine and the fabric from the 
hoop. Remove the stabilizer. 


e Determine the desired appliqué 
shape and size, making sure the ap- 
pliqué will cover the mistake. Trim 
the appliqué to the desired shape. 


Adhere fusible web to the appliqué 
wrong side, following the manu- 
facturer’s instructions. Position 
the appliqué wrong side over the 
mistake; fuse. 


¢ Float a piece of lightweight tear- 
away stabilizer under the fabric 
wrong side. 


Select a blanket or satin stitch on 


the machine. Stitch the appliqué 
perimeter (M). &@ 


DESIGNS 

Celtic knot: OESD, Signature Collection #11017, Celtic 
Knots 1, NV710, Knot #8; embroideryonline.com 
Christmas tree: OESD, DHCO009; embroideryonline.com 
Magnolia: OESD, Signature Collections #12301, Magnolia 
en Fleur, FQ990_48, Jumbo White Magnolia Boarder; 
embroideryonline.com 

Puppy: OESD, Signature Collections #12274, Christmas 
Puppies, HG420_48, Terrier Puppy; 
embroideryonline.com 

Small flower: Built-in design (PA229) from OESD 
Explorations Software; embroideryonline.com 


SOURCES 

OESD provided the TopCover mesh cut-away stabilizer: 
embroideryonline.com. 

Sakura of America carries .25mm Pigma Micron 
permanent pens: sakuraofamerica.com. 

YLI provided the Wonder Invisible thread: (803) 985-3100, 
ylicorp.com. 
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Purchase any (4 to choose from) 8 
spool box of Jenny's beautiful rayon 
thread for only $24.99 (50% off retail) 
and receive 3 back issues of Creative 
Expressions with Jenny Haskins 
($50.00 Value including S & H) FREE! 





Jenny's beautiful design set Robyn's Romance was $119, 
now just $79.99 and when purchased during our year end 
sell-out, you get Jenny's new design set Now, Voyager — 
Special Edition ($50.00 value including S&H) FREE! 





Get two of Jenny's best-selling stabilizers Cutaway Magic 
Fusible - JOMF5 and Water Soluble Magic - JWSM20. 
Regularly $46.80 just $39.99 and during our year end 
sell-out receive Creative Expressions with Jenny Haskins 
#11 complete with downloadable designs to create a wall 
hanging, instructions for 2 quilts PLUS 2 additional projects. 
(Total Value over $50) FREE! 















lt has never been easier to try Jenny's amazing Metallic 
Thread. Get over 1200 yards of Jenny's 3 best-selling 
colors for only $19.99 while they last. 

Puttin On The Glitz Il - JTPG2 





Jenny has sold thousands of her Faux Knitting Workbooks (As Dreams 
Flower), now get her beautiful yarn to create Faux Knitting OR make your 
very own knitting project really magical. 





Buy one get one of equal value free! Assorted styes and colors while 
supplies last! Starting as low as $3.60 per skein! 


— 






A Touch of Nagic with Every Stitch 





Material World 





TOR TUG! 


Textured fabric may seem difficult fo embroider, but Using proper 

designs and stabilizers helos produce high-quality embroidery. If you've 

never embroidered textured fabric, take a picture of the fabric, and 

then open if as a background on a new 
page in an embroidery software program. 
Experiment by placing designs onto the 

page to get an idea of how the finished 
embroidery will look. 
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Needles 


e Use a new 80/12 or 90/14 
embroidery needle for most 
textured fabrics. Experiment 
with the needle size on a 
piece of scrap fabric to make 
sure the fabric and needle 
size work well together. 


Types 






Thread 


e Textured fabric is available 
in various types, including ¢ Choose from a variety of 
quilted, Swiss dotted, waffle- thread types, such as cot- 
weaved, dimpled and more. ton, rayon, polyester and 
metallic, depending on the 
desired finished look. Use 
Use metallic thread to create 
¢ Use textured fabric when cre- sparkle or cotton thread 
ating garments, such as tops, for a matte look. Choose 
Kwik Sew blouses and skirts; home- a thread weight that cor- 
3031 dec items, including bags, responds with the fabric 
(modified) kitchen linens and blankets; weight. Use all-purpose 
accessories; and more. thread for construction. 
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Sewing Tips 
e Add ribbon, beads and other 


embellishments to projects for a 
personal touch. 


e Silk doupioni has a similar right 
and wrong side, so omit a lining 
if desired. 


e Reinforce seams using an overcast 
or wide zigzag stitch or bind seams 
with twill tape, if necessary. 


e If the fabric contains stretch, 
preshrink the fabric before 
stitching to prevent shrinkage. 


Care 


¢ Care instructions vary de- 
pending on the fabric content. 
Follow the manufacturer’s 
instructions for proper care. 
Don’t launder fabrics that may 
be damaged by water, such as 
satin and silk. 


Stabilizer 


¢ Choose stabilizer that best suits 
the chosen fabric. For example, 
use cut-away varieties when 
working with knits, water-soluble 
varieties when working with 
washable fabrics and adhesive 
varieties when working with 
fabrics that can’t be hooped 
or may suffer from hoop burn. 
Test the chosen stabilizer variety 
on a fabric scrap that’s similar 
to the intended project fabric 
to ensure satisfactory results. 
Use a water-soluble topper with 
heavily textured fabrics to pre- 
vent designs from sinking into 
the fabric. 
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Designs 


e A variety of design types work 
well with textured fabrics, such 
as monograms or geometric 
and outline-only designs, as 
they help emphasize the fabric 
texture. Don’t use overly dense 
designs on lightweight fabrics. 


¢ Monograms work well with 
textured fabrics, because they 
typically aren’t dense and 
emphasize the fabric texture. 
When using waffle-weave fab- 
rics, choose a cut- or tear-away 
stabilizer and lightweight 
water-soluble topper so the 
embroidery lies atop the fab- 
ric. Center the fabric within 
the hoop, aligning the pat- 
terned lines with the hoop 
cross marks. If the fabric isn’t 
aligned, the design will stitch 
at an angle (A). Mark the design 
center onto the fabric using a 
removable fabric marker. 


Geometric designs, such as 
the featured diamond design, 
work well when embroidering 
textured fabric, such as Swiss 
dot fabric, as they easily stitch 
between patterns (B). 


Swiss dot fabric is sheer and 
crisp and is available in a va- 
riety of colors and prints. The 
dots are usually tiny and either 
stitched, flocked or embroidered 
onto the fabric. Embroider tiny 
dots onto sheer fabric to cre- 
ate Swiss dot fabric, if desired. 
The fabric is great to use when 


making blouses, tunics, dresses, 
slips, camisoles, curtains, gift 
bags, baby items, tablecloths, 
sheets, duvets and bed skirts. 


A Design will 
stitch at angle 
if fabric isn’t 
aligned. 










B Geometric 
designs stitch 
easily between 
patterns. 


Prewash the fabric before em- 
broidery to prevent design 
distortion. Use a water-soluble 
topper to prevent the design 
from sinking into the fabric. 


When embroidering fabric 
that’s textured with stripes, 
align the stripes with the 
vertical hoop cross marks for 
desirable results (C). Fusible 
tear-away stabilizer was used 
for the featured fabric because 
it’s sheer; however, choose 

a stabilizer that best suits 

the chosen fabric properties. 
Test-stitch on a fabric scrap to 
determine if a water-soluble 
topper is necessary. 
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C Align stipes 
with vertical 
hoop cross 
marks for 
desirable 
results. 


F use quilting 
designs on silk 
doupioni. 





G Embroider ready-made 
textured items. 
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for good embroidery results. 


e¢ Water-soluble toppers may be 
unnecessary when working 
with lightly textured fabrics, 
but test-stitch on a fabric scrap 
to confirm. The featured light- 
weight cotton fabric mimics a 
Swiss dot and herringbone pat- 
tern and the design was stitched 
successfully without a topper (D). 
Use a stabilizer that corresponds 
with the fabric weight. Use light- 
weight cut- or tear-away stabilizer 
when working with lightweight 
cotton fabric. 


When embroidering velour, 
fuse knit tricot interfacing to 
the fabric wrong side on a low- 
temperature setting, following 
the manufacturer’s instruc- 
tions, to support the fabric 
while retaining the fabric hand. 
Hoop the fabric with a light- to 
mediumweight stabilizer and 
water-soluble topper for opti- 
mal embroidery results (E). 


Embellish silk doupioni with 
quilting designs for a refined 
look (F). Use batting instead of 
stabilizer to add loft and sup- 
port the fabric. Use a quilting 















D some fabrics don’t need toppers E Hoop velour with light-to mediumweight 


stabilizer and topper. 


hoop, if possible, to accommo- 
date thick fabric layers. Use silk 
thread for a beautiful finish. 


e Ready-made textured items, 
such as the featured quilted 
cotton diaper bag, make great 
canvases for embroidery (G). 
When working with quilted 
cotton fabric, use a water-soluble 
topper and a fusible tear- or 
cut-away stabilizer in the 
appropriate weight. 


DESIGNS 

CSL border: Husqvarna Viking, #117, Mega Borders; 
(800) 446-2333, husqvarnaviking.com 

Diaper bag: Husqvarna Viking, built-in design from 
the Designer Diamond embroidery & sewing ma- 
chine: (800) 446-2333, husqvarnaviking.com 

Dots & Hearts: Husqvarna Viking, #69, Geometric 
Sensations; (800) 446-2333, husqvarnaviking.com 
Monograms: Husqvarna Viking, monograms created 
using 5D embroidery software; (800) 446-2333, 
husqvarnaviking.com 

Quilting design: Husqvarna Viking, design included 
with purchase of the 200x200 Quilter’s Hoop; 
(800) 446-2333, husqvarnaviking.com 


SOURCES 

Husqvarna Viking provided the embroidery software 
and stabilizer, and the featured samples were 
stitched using the Designer Diamond embroidery 

& sewing machine: (800) 446-2333, 
husqvarnaviking.com. 

Kwik Sew provided the bag pattern: (612) 521-7651, 
kwiksew.com. 


cmemag.com 











Our All New Online Alphabet Store! 
Instantly Download to use in your 
Monogram Wizard or Monogram Wizard Plus! 


WWW. needleheads. oun 


Every Chance, Every Season, Every Reason ¥ 





770-613-9990 
4025 Pleasantdale Rd. Suite 320 Doraville, GA 30340 
Special Thanks for the Submissions 





a division ef Parametric Systems, Inc. 


Tech Support 


expert advice 





Question Answer 


by Nancy Fiedler 


Learn how to achieve perfectly centered embroidery, prevent 
gumming up needles and the legalities of selling your wares. 
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After auditioning the design onto 
the fabric right side, use a remov- 
able fabric marker to mark the 
design center using a cross mark. 
Hoop the fabric with appropriate 
stabilizer with the marked fabric 
right side up. Place the hoop onto 
the machine and load the design. 
Even if the design appears centered 
on the machine screen, double- 
check to make sure that the fabric 
center mark aligns with the needle. 

¢ Turn the handwheel to check if 
the needle penetrates the fabric 
at the center mark. 

e If the needle doesn’t penetrate 
the mark, turn the handwheel to 
return the needle to the highest 
position. 

¢ Use the hoop adjustment but- 
ton on the machine to move the 
hoop until the center mark and 
needle align. 
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How do I prevent the needle from gumming 


up when embroidering adhesive-backed felt? 















Adhesive-backed felt isn’t e Apply permanent spray ad- 
made to stitch through, and the hesive to the felt wrong side, 
adhesive leaves a sticky residue following the manufacturer’s 
on the needle. instructions. 

¢ Don’t embroider on ¢ Finger-press the design to 

adhesive-backed felt. Instead, the project where desired. 
embroider the chosen Always reference the manu- 
design on non-adhesive felt. facturer’s instructions for 

e Once the embroidery is fabric compatibility. 


complete, cut out the design 
from the felt. 


Vie vel mm com) eeley coy (e(-)ar-beloM-{-J1 o} cole le leie-M- lame ¢-1im-J ele c-m 
What are the legalities of using purchased designs 
and selling my wares? 


When you purchase an Some license agreements amount of times a design can 
embroidery design, you’re state that the design can be _ be used for sale of profit. Con- 
purchasing a license to stitch — used for personal use, charitable tact the designer to obtain 
it, but the design remains the __ donations, gifts and “sale for _ permission for more uses, as 
designer’s property. Read the _ profit;” however, the design file this is considered manufac- 
license agreement that ac- can’t be distributed or shared. turing. Many design collections 
companies the design. Usually Read the permitted editing state to use the designs only 
the agreement is posted on rights as well. Some designs for personal use. Under no 
the manufacturer’s or designer’s may not be edited or may be circumstances should these 
website, or it’s found on the edited with limitations. designs be used for any other 
design CD. Other agreements limit the — purpose. @ 
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IWALENTINE SCARE 


by Diane Kron, courtesy of Designer’s Gallery 








No] ¢-MeMed')(-Mal-lelsmtotelimie)t 
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SHOPPING 
List 





three 20"x22" 
rectangles of 
bamboo felt 





embroidery 
software 

with lettering 

capabilities 


oe 


rayon 
embroidery 
thread 


oT 


¥,"'-tall built-in 
outline letters 


“@ 


heart 
template 
(see “Get 
Started.”) 
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Get Started 


¢ Download the heart template at cmemag. 
com/articles/Valentine_Scarf. 


¢ From two felt rectangles, cut 42 hearts 
using the heart template and two 
3%2."x12" rectangles. 


Embroider 


¢ Open a new page in the software program. 
Type “I Love” onto the page, and then type 
“You” centered %" below “I Love.” Apply a 
bean stitch to the lettering. Save the design 
in the appropriate machine format. Close 
the software program. 


Load the design into the machine. Copy the 
design, and then place one design along 
the upper-left corner of the machine screen 
and the other design along the lower-right 
corner of the machine screen. 


Hoop the remaining felt rectangle. Place 
the hoop onto the machine and thread 
the machine. Embroider the designs. Once 
the embroidery is complete, remove the 
hoop from the machine and the fabric from 
the hoop. 


¢ Using the heart template, cut two hearts 
from the embroidered felt, centering the 
embroidery within each heart. 


If desired, cut 
Dele m seals) ce) lol-) ae-0 el 
eYelethale)et-) m@el-t-)amm- tele! 
id e{= eM ce)o)-juliae@imcomsel= 
rectangle center for , 

added flair. 
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Construct 


e With wrong sides together, pin the felt 
rectangles, and then stitch the long edges 
using a %4" seam allowance. 


¢ Position one embroidered heart right side 
down on a flat work surface. Center one 
plain heart right side down over the em- 
broidered heart, with the lower edge 1" 
above the embroidered heart lower edge; 
pin (A). Repeat to pin 20 additional hearts 
and a second row of 22 hearts. 


e Stitch down the center of each row to secure 
the hearts, removing the pins as you sew. 


¢ With the right side up, position the last 
plain heart from one row over one rect- 
angle short end, placing the heart upper 
edge 1" above the rectangle short end. 
Pin, and then edgestitch the heart upper 
edge and rectangle short end to secure 
(B). Repeat to stitch the last plain heart 
from the remaining row to the opposite 
rectangle short end. @ 


A 





DESIGN 
Letters: Built-in letters from LetterWorks III; 
designersgallerysoftware.com 


SOURCES 

Baby Lock provided the Ellisimo Gold sewing and embroidery 
machine and 130mm x 180mm hoop: babylock.com. 

National Nonwovens provided the bamboo felt (#BAM001, color 
#0931—Macaw Red): (800) 333-3469, commonwealthfelt.com. 
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by Sue Barnabee 
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Stitch an adorable in-the-hoop Valentine's Day 
lace basket to store special goodies for the sweetie 
in your life. The basket is easy on the pocketbook, 
costing less than $15 to make! 
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' Construct 


3 ¢ Clip all jump threads from each 

_ piece. Press using a warm, dry 
iron to flatten the basket top and 
bottom. Press each basket side, 
pulling up the short ends as you 
press to shape the sides (A). 


Position the basket bottom right 
side up on a flat work surface. 
Center the corresponding basket 
sides over the bottom, forming a 
heart shape. Mark each side place- 
ment on the basket bottom using 
a pen or pencil. Remove the sides, 





- and then apply a thin layer of B Pin sides. 
Embroider 3 fabric glue over the lines. Position - 
¢ Thread the machine with matching ‘the sides over the glue to secure. If | 
embroidery thread in the needle and :_ desired, use a hot glue gun instead — 
bobbin. Hoop a piece of stabilizer. 3 of fabric glue to secure the sides. 
Place the hoop onto the machine "© Glue together the basket short 
and embroider the design. ends. Pin to secure the sides to the 

e Once the embroidery is complete, bottom until the glue dries, fol- 
remove the hoop from the ma- 3 lowing the time indicated by the 
chine and the stabilizer from the = + manufacturer’s instructions (B). 
hoop. Cut away the stabilizer be- Remove any excess glue using a 
yond each design perimeter. : moistened cotton swab. Once the 

e Rinse to remove the remaining sta- glue is dry, remove the pins. . 





bilizer from each piece, following _ ¢ Place the basket top right side 
the manufacturer’s instructions. : down on a flat work surface. Se- | 
Remove the stabilizer from each - cure the remaining basket sides to ae > 
piece at the same time so anequal <= __ the basket top as per the basket ih 
amount remains within each _ bottom instructions. os 3 Use a different thread color to 
piece. Set aside the pieces to dry. If | : stitch several design elements 
any piece warps while it’s drying, = DESIGN 7 for added flair, if desired. 

1 h taht obi . : Heart box: Download the in-the-hoop heart box design : 
piace a heavyweight object on it : for FREE at http://www.stitchdelight.net until February: SOURCE 
until flat. : 20, 2011. The design will be available for purchase : Sulky of America provided the thread and stabilizer: 

: at stitchdelight.net after the expiration date. : (800) 874-4115, sulky.com. 
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by Susan Fears 
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Create a comfortable and stylish fleece wrap adorned with large floral 
designs. The wrap is simple to stitch and great for chilly winter nights. 
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BG 
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0 1 yard of fleece 

0) stabilizer: heavyweight mesh cut-away & light- 
weight tear-away 

O) water-soluble topper 

O) thread: all-purpose, bobbin & embroidery 

Oi temporary spray adhesive 

O) removable fabric marker 

O) needles: 75/11 embroidery & 90/14 universal 

0) twelve “74"-diameter buttons 

O) machine feet: automatic buttonhole, button 
& piping 

O) expandable measuring gauge (optional; see 
“Source.”) 

O embroidery software with digitizing capabilities 
(optional) 

0 floral embroidery designs 
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Cut 


e From the fleece, cut two 30"x32" rectangles. Des- 
ignate one rectangle as the wrap front and one 
as the wrap back. Designate one wrap-front and 
wrap-back corner each as the upper corner. 


Digitize 


¢ Choose large-scale designs that aren’t overly 


° 
PeeeeeeeeeeSeeeeeSeesSeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee® 


dense to retain the soft fabric hand. Open a new 


page in the software program. Draw a 30"x32" 
rectangle onto the page, and then rotate the 
rectangle 45°. Place the chosen designs into the 
rectangle, and then enlarge, rotate and mirror- 
image the chosen designs as desired (A). 


_ e Change the thread color and sequence or group 


the colors to minimize thread color changes. The 
featured wrap showcases three thread colors: 
purple, black and white. Always preview the de- 
sign stitchout on the machine screen to make 
sure the stitching sequence is correct. 


_ © Test-stitch the chosen design on scrap fabric to 


ensure the stabilizer, fabric and design work well 
collectively. If some design elements have a large 
fill stitch area and are too dense for the fleece, 
remove the fill stitches using embroidery software 
to create an outline. 


¢ Automatically split the design in embroidery soft- 


ware for multiple hoopings, or manually split the 
design in inconspicuous areas. Use the largest 
hoop available. Save the design in the appropri- 
ate machine format. Print a template of the entire 
design, taping together the templates as needed. 
Repeat to create the wrap back design (B). 





B wrap back design 
layout 


A wrap front design 
layout 
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¢ Instead of using embroidery 
software, enlarge, rotate and 
mirror-image each design on the 
machine screen. Print a template 
of each design. 
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Embroider 


e Pin the template to the wrap front, 
referring to the photo on page 30 
for placement inspiration. Mark 
the largest design center using a 
removable fabric marker. If using 
individual design templates, audi- 
tion them along the wrap front. 
Once satisfied with the place- 
ment, mark each design center 
using a removable fabric marker. 


Insert a new embroidery needle 
and thread the needle with em- 
broidery thread and the bobbin 
with bobbin thread. Load the 
design into the machine. Hoop 
a piece of cut-away stabilizer. 
Position the wrap front over the 


stabilizer, using temporary spray 
adhesive to secure and centering 
the mark within the hoop. 


Place the hoop onto the machine, 
aligning the needle with the cross 
marks. Float a piece of water- 
soluble topper over the wrap 
front. Use the perimeter basting 
function, if applicable, to baste 
the wrap and topper in the hoop. 
Embroider the first design. 


Once the embroidery is complete, 
remove the hoop from the machine 
and the fabric from the hoop. 


Trim away the stabilizer beyond the © 


design perimeter, but don’t remove 
the topper (C). Repeat to embroi- 
der the remaining designs, using 
the embroidery machine advance 


feature to only perimeter baste the 


unstitched areas. 


Once the embroidery is com- 
plete, remove the hoop from the 
machine and the fabric from the 
hoop. Trim away the stabilizer 
beyond the design perimeter and 
clip any jump threads. Don’t 
remove the topper. 


e Repeat to embroider the wrap back. 


Construct 


¢ Install a universal needle and 
thread the machine with all- 
purpose thread. Select a 6mm-wide 
and 3.5mm-long stretch overlock 
stitch and install a piping foot. 


¢ Fold one wrap-front long edge 
%" toward the wrong side; pin. 


Stitch the folded edge, guiding the 
fold through the foot groove and 
making sure the needle encases 
the fold without penetrating the 
folded edge (D). If the hem be- 
comes wavy, decrease the presser 
foot pressure. 


Repeat to hem the wrap-front and 
wrap-back raw edges. Remove the 
topper, following the manufac- 
turer’s instructions. 


Measure 8" below the wrap-back 
upper corner along the short edge; 
mark *%" from the edge using a re- 
movable fabric marker. Repeat to 
mark five additional buttonholes 
along the short edge, spacing 
them 2%" apart (E). Use an ex- 
pandable measuring gauge to aid 
in placement, if desired. Mark the 
corresponding button placement 
on the wrap-front short edge. 


Measure 10" below the wrap-back 
upper corner along the long 
edge; mark *%" from the edge. 
Repeat to mark five additional 
buttonholes along the long edge, 
spacing them 2%" apart. Use an 
expandable measuring gauge 

to aid in placement, if desired. 
Mark the corresponding button 
placements on the wrap-front 
long edge. 


Install an automatic buttonhole 
foot on the machine and select a 
stretch buttonhole stitch, widen- 
ing the slit width to accommodate 
the fabric bulk, if applicable. Center 
two lightweight tear-away 
stabilizer layers over the first 
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buttonhole mark on the wrap 
wrong side. Float a piece of water- 
soluble topper over the buttonhole 
mark on the wrap right side. 
Stitch the buttonhole. 


Repeat to stitch the remaining but- 
tonholes. Carefully tear away the 
stabilizer beyond each buttonhole 
perimeter and remove the topper. 
Cut open the buttonholes. 


cmemag.com 


| e Install a button foot on the ma- 
- chine and select a button stitch. 


Center two heavyweight cut-away 
stabilizer layers over the first button 
mark on the wrap-front wrong 
side. Stitch the button along the 
mark on the wrap right side. Trim 
the stabilizer to a “4" square. Repeat 
to stitch the remaining buttons to 
the wrap front. @ 





E Mark buttonholes. 


DESIGNS 


- Circles, florals, leaves, paisleys and scrolls: OESD, 


#12297, Flourish Fashion, Fashion Circles (FQ967_48), 
Fashion Circles Curve (FQ968_48), Fashion Flourish 1 
(FQ970_48), Fashion Flourish 3 (FQ972_48), Fashion 
Leaves Flourish 1 (FQ958_48), Fashion Leaves Flourish 
3 (FQ960_48), Fashion Leaves Flourish 4 (FQ971_48), 
Fashion Paisley (FQ976_48), Fashion Paisley 2 
(FQ977_48), Floral Fashion (FQ980_48), Large Floral 
Fashion (FQ982_48); embroideryonline.com 


SOURCE 


Nancy’s Notions carries the Simflex expanding gauge: 
(800) 833-0690, nancysnotions.com. 
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Make a pretty pillowcase embellished with beautiful thread velvet 
embroidery to add to your home décor. Thread velvet designs "bloom" after 
the embroidery is complete, giving the pillowcase texture and dimension. 


Me 
my SHOPPING LIST 
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0 % yard each of linen & coordinating print fabric 

0 4 yard of silk doupioni 

O) mediumweight tear-away stabilizer 

0) thread: 40-wt. rayon embroidery, 60-wt. bobbin 
& all-purpose 

OD needles: 75/11 universal & 80/12 topstitching 

O 20" square of fusible tricot interfacing 

0) 18" square pillow form 

O 1% yards of *%'"-wide cording 

0) 17"-long invisible zipper 

O machine feet: edge joining, piping & invisible 
zipper 

O small sharp scissors 

0 removable fabric marker 

O 11" square thread velvet embroidery design 





e®eeeeeeeeoeoeeoeoeeoeoeeeoeo ee eeoeeeeeeeeoee eo eoeoeeee ee 
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Cut 


e¢ From the linen, cut one 28" bias square. 


e From the print fabric, cut two 11%"x24" large 
rectangles, two 2%2"x24" small rectangles and 
four 7"x7"x9¥" triangles. 


e From the silk, cut two 2’4"x76" strips. Piece 
together strips to achieve the needed length, 
if necessary. 


¢ Cut the cording in half. 


Embroider 


¢ Test-stitch the chosen design on scrap fabric to 
ensure the stabilizer, fabric and design work well 
collectively. Make sure the chosen scissors are 
sharp enough to efficiently cut the threads along 
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the thread velvet sections. If the scissors aren’t sat- 
isfactory, use a small rotary cutter or seam ripper. 


_ ¢ Fold the linen rectangle in half widthwise and 


lengthwise with right sides together; unfold. 
Mark the foldline intersection using a removable 
fabric marker. 


¢ Hoop the linen rectangle with a piece of tear-away 


stabilizer, centering the mark within the hoop. 
Load the design into the machine and thread the 
machine with rayon embroidery thread in the 
needle and bobbin thread in the bobbin. Place the 
hoop onto the machine. If using a print fabric for 
embroidery, position an organza square over the 
design area to dull the print appearance, allowing 
the embroidery to stand out. 


e Embroider the design. Once the embroidery is 


complete, remove the hoop from the machine. 
Tear away the stabilizer beyond the design pe- 
rimeter. Cut through the satin stitching along 
the thread velvet sections, as indicated by the 
design instructions. Remove the fabric from the 
hoop; press. 


¢ Center the interfacing square over the embroi- 


dered square wrong side; fuse, following the 
manufacturer’s instructions. 
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‘ Cl a AE re 2] ; 

a ———— a, wef & / AR Construct 
Sy — ae — Use %" seam allowances. 

e Position the embroidered square 
right side up on a flat work sur- 
face. Fold each triangle long edge 
’-" toward the wrong side; press. 
Designate each triangle long edge 
as the lower edge. Position each 
After cutting, gently > RO Rae | __ triangle upper corner along one 
brush the released % ey ee € RS, = eg =a ae | square corner with right sides fac- 

threads using a felting 7 Ae -ahl —sS up, aligning the points. Install 

| j an edge joining foot and universal 
needle onto the machine. Thread 
| . | : _ the machine with all-purpose 

Fda” A} i 09 2 i __— thread in the needle and bobbin. 

Stitch each triangle lower edge 

(A). Designate the square as the 

pillow front. 
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brush to help give the 
y design a “blooming” 
Mer appearance. 


Fold one silk strip in half length- 
wise with wrong sides together; 
unfold. Center one cording length 
over the foldline along the fabric 
wrong side. Fold the strip in half 
lengthwise with wrong sides to- 
gether, concealing the cording. 
Install a piping foot onto the ma- 
chine. Stitch close to the cording 
to create welting (B). If desired, 
gather the fabric around the cord- 
ing until the gathers are evenly 
distributed along the strip. Baste 
close to the cording to secure the 
gathers. Trim the excess fabric 
beyond each welting end. 


Unzip the zipper. With right sides 
together, center one zipper tape 
over one small rectangle, aligning 
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the long edges; pin. Install the 
invisible zipper foot onto the 
machine, and then stitch close 
to the zipper teeth (C). Repeat to 
stitch the opposite zipper tape to 
one long edge of the remaining 
small rectangle. 


With right sides together, center 
one welting length over one small 
rectangle long edge, aligning the 


raw edges; stitch close to the cord- 
ing. Repeat to stitch the remaining 


welting length to one long edge of 
the remaining small rectangle. 


With right sides together, align one 
large rectangle long edge with one 
small rectangle welting edge, sand- 
wiching the welting seam. Stitch 


close to the cording. Repeat to stitch 
the remaining large rectangle to the 


remaining small rectangle to create 
the pillow back. 


Trim the pillow front and back 
each to a 21" square. With right 
sides together, align the pillow 
front and back; stitch the perim- 


eter. Turn the pillow right side out 


through the zipper opening. 


Install a topstitching needle onto 
the machine, and then thread the 
machine with rayon embroidery 
thread in the needle and bobbin. 
Topstitch 1" from one pillowcase 
edge, beginning the stitching 
along one triangle lower edge. 
At the next triangle lower edge, 
stitch along the edge, and then 
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continue stitching 1" from the adja- 
cent pillowcase edge (D). Continue 
stitching the remaining pillowcase 
perimeter, stitching close to each 
triangle lower edge. 


_e Insert the pillow form into the 


pillowcase. § 





DESIGN 

Thread velvet: Husqvarna Viking, Thread Velvet Décor 
(collection #196), Hearts Squared Medallion; (800) 446-2333, 
husqvarnaviking.com or myembroideries.com 


SOURCE 

Husqvarna Viking provided the Designer Diamond 
embroidery and sewing machine, Sapphire sewing 
machine, Inspira tear-away stabilizer and 5D embroidery 
software: (800) 446-2333, husqvarnaviking.com. 
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by Shannon Dennis 


Make a flowing, feminine 

tunic top that’s perfect to 
pair with jeans for a day of 
shopping or nice slacks for 
a day at the office. 
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extends 2" from the bodice-front upper edge and 
neckline. (B). Cut out the traced bodice front from the 
pattern tracing paper along the lines; pin (C). 


- 
my SHOPPING LIST 


0) tunic top pattern (such as Simplicity 3956) 

O) 2 yards of silk 

0) 2'4 yards of chiffon print fabric 

0) notions (according to pattern envelope) 

D1 lightweight tear-away stabilizer 

O thread: all-purpose, elastic & embroidery 

0) two 4"x18" strips of fusible knit interfacing 

(1 temporary spray adhesive 

O) pattern tracing paper 

O) removable fabric marker 

O hand sewing needle 

Oj floral outline embroidery design (no larger than 
2" wide) 


e Repeat to add 2" to the bodice back neckline edge. 


e From the silk, cut two front-left and front-right 
bodices and two back-right and back-left bodices. 


e From the chiffon, cut one front-left and front-right 
bodice, one back-right and back-left bodice and 
two sleeves. 


e Staystitch the pattern pieces, as indicated by the 
pattern instructions. 


e*®e#eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeoeeeeoeeoeeeeoeoeeee20 
. 
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Get Started 


Note: The featured tunic was made using View B for the 
bodice and View C for the sleeves. 


A Trace 


bodice. 
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e Position pattern tracing paper over the bodice- C x nce 
front pattern. Using a pen or pencil, trace the Kec. 


bodice shoulder, neckline, surplice edge and center- 
front line. Trace the bodice lower edge from the 
surplice lower edge to the center-front line (A). 


¢ Position the bodice front pattern over the pattern 





tracing paper, orienting the pattern so the traced line 
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Embroider 


Note: Choose a design that has 
plenty of open areas with minimal 
fill stitches. 


e Baste *%" from one silk front- 
right panel neckline. Position 
one interfacing strip on the 
panel wrong side, aligning one 
interfacing long edge with the 
basting line. Fuse the interfacing, 
following the manufacturer’s 
instructions. Repeat to baste and 
fuse an interfacing strip to one 
silk front-left panel neckline. 


e Hoop two pieces of stabilizer, 
orienting one layer so the grain 
is vertical and orienting the 
other layer so the grain is hori- 
zontal. The opposing grainline 
directions help to stabilize the 
fabric. Load the design into the 
machine and thread the machine 
with embroidery thread. 


Print six templates of the chosen 
design. Position the templates 
side-by-side along the front-right 
panel neckline beyond the basting 
line, rotating every other design 
180°. Refer to the photo at left for 
design placement. Once satisfied 
with the placement, mark each 
design center using a removable 
fabric marker. 


Position the panel over the sta- 
bilizer, aligning one mark within 
the hoop and using temporary 
spray adhesive to secure. Or use 
the baste-in-the-hoop function, 





if applicable, to secure the fabric 
to the stabilizer. Place the hoop 


D Pin right-tunic surplice edge E Stitch rectangle upper 
over left-tunic surplice edge. edge to gather fabric. onto the machine. Embroider the 
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design. Once the embroidery is 
complete, remove the hoop from 
the machine and the fabric from 
the hoop. Tear away the stabilizer 
beyond the design perimeter. 
Repeat to embroider the remain- 
ing designs. Remove the basting 
stitches, if applicable. 
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/¢ 


Use a large hoop 
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multiple designs to 
avoid excessive 
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e Repeat to embroider the front-left 
panel, mirror-imaging the designs 
featured on the front-right panel. 


Construct 


¢ Position the embroidered silk 
front panels right side up on a flat 
work surface. Position the chif- 
fon front panels right side up over 
the corresponding embroidered 
panels; baste along the armseyes, 
sides and lower edge. Fold the 
chiffon neckline 2" toward the 
wrong side; baste. Baste along the 
shoulder and surplice edge to se- 
cure the fold. Designate the panels 
as the front-right tunic and front- 
left tunic, respectively. 


¢e Repeat to baste the chiffon back 
panels to the corresponding silk 
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back panels, folding the chiffon 
neckline 2" toward the wrong 
side. Designate the panels as 
the back-right tunic and back- 
left tunic, respectively. 


With right sides together, align the 
front-right tunic with the back- 
right tunic along the shoulder; 
stitch. Repeat to stitch the front- 
left tunic to the back-left tunic. 
Designate each tunic as the right 
tunic and left tunic, respectively. 


With night sides together, align 
the remaining silk front-nght 
panel with the silk back-right 
panel along the shoulder; stitch, 
and then press open the seam. 
Repeat to stitch the remaining silk 
front-left panel to the silk back- 
left panel. Designate the panels 

as the right lining and left lining, 
respectively. 


With right sides together, pin each 
lining piece to the corresponding 
tunic piece. Stitch along the neck- 
lines and surplice edges. 


With right sides together, stitch 
the tunic sides. Repeat to stitch 
the lining sides. Remove the 
basting stitches. 


Position the right-tunic surplice 
edge over the left-tunic surplice 
edge, aligning the center-front 
lines; pin (D). Baste along the bodice 
lower edge. Tack each surplice 
upper edge to secure. 


Measure the bodice lower edge, 
and then add 20"; record. Cut 
one chiffon rectangle and silk 
rectangle each measuring 20" 
wide x the recorded measurement. 


Designate one long edge of each 
rectangle as the upper edge. Posi- 
tion the chiffon rectangle over the 
silk rectangle with right sides facing 
up; baste the rectangle perimeter 

to secure the layers. Designate the 
rectangle as the tunic skirt. 


Wind elastic thread in the bobbin, 
following the machine manual 
instructions. Select a 6mm-long 
straight stitch. Stitch *“" from the 
skirt upper edge. Repeat to stitch 
two additional rows, spacing the 
rows *%" apart (E). 


Shift the gathers to align with the 
bodice lower edge, if needed. With 
right sides together, align the skirt 
upper edge with the bodice lower 
edge; stitch, using a 4" seam allow- 
ance. Remove the basting stitches 
along the bodice lower edge. 


Stitch the zipper and sleeves 
and hem the sleeves and tunic 
lower edge, following the pat- 
tern directions. 
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DESIGN 


Outline flower: Cactus Punch, Journal (collection 
#SE003), Blissful Bough (design #00303); 


(800) 933-8081, cactuspunch.com 
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Alaskan 
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by Michele Mishler 
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SEorriNG LIST 


0 jacket pattern (such as Simplicity 4789) 

Oi microsuede & coordinating lining fabric 
(amount according to pattern envelope plus 
“4 yard) 

O 5 coordinating print fat quarters 

0) notions (according to pattern envelope) 

O) tear-away stabilizer 

Oj thread: all-purpose, bobbin & embroidery 

O) temporary spray adhesive 

0 five 1"—diameter buttons 

0 removable fabric marker or tailor’s chalk 

0 pattern tracing paper 

0 applique foot 

0 hand sewing needle 

O quilt guide (optional) 

0 embroidery designs: 5"x7" Alaskan appliqué, 
7"x12" Alaskan appliqué & fish border 


Ye 


(- an -) 





Get Started 


Note: The featured jacket pattern was altered to 
include a lining and placket. 


¢ Trace the front facing onto pattern tracing paper. 
Using a ruler and marker or chalk, draw a 2"- 
long horizontal line that extends from the facing 
center-front upper edge. Repeat to draw a 2"-long 
horizontal line from the facing center-front lower 
edge. Use a ruler to connect the upper-edge line 
end with the lower-edge line end (A). Cut out the 
front facing along the lines. Designate this piece 
as the altered front facing. 


Position the jacket front right side up on a flat 
work surface. Position the original front facing 
right side up over the jacket front, aligning the 
center-front, neckline and shoulders. Trace the 
facing curved edge onto the jacket front (B). Set 
aside the front facing. 


¢ Measure 1%" to the right of the front-facing line 
upper edge; mark on the jacket-front upper edge. 
Repeat to mark 1%" to the right of the front-facing 
line lower edge on the jacket-front lower edge. 
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Connect the marks using a ruler, following the 
facing curve (C). Designate the line as the lining 
cutting line. 


|~6Cut 


e Position the jacket front and back panels on two 
layers of microsuede. Trace each pattern perim- 
eter onto the fabric. Transfer the front darts onto 
the fabric wrong side. 


- ¢ Cut the front pattern along the lining cutting line. 


Trace the jacket front and back pattern on two 
layers of lining fabric. Draw a 1" line that extends 
from the lining center-back upper edge. Mark the 
lining center-back at the waistline. Use a ruler to 
connect the extended line to the mark (D). 


A Alter front 


traced line 


B trace front facing curved 


facing. edge on jacket front. 
‘ba 
om, 
a ~ waistline 
G Draw jacket lining D Atter lining 
cutting line. back. 
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e Cut the jacket front panel, leav- 
ing 2" of fabric free beyond the 
traced lines. Cut the jacket back 
panel, cutting directly on the 
center-back line and leaving 4" 
of fabric free beyond the remain- 
ing traced lines (E). Cut the lining 
front and back along the lines. 


e From the remaining microsuede, 
cut the sleeves, collars, one al- 
tered front facing and five 1"x4" 
bias strips. Position the original 
facing pattern right side down 
over the microsuede right side; 
cut out. 


e From the remaining lining fabric, 
cut the sleeves. Trim 1" each from 
the lining front, lining back and 
lining sleeve lower edges. 


e Measure each jacket front and 
back lower edge. Add the mea- 
surements; record. Measure 


each sleeve lower edge. Add the 
measurements; record. From the 
interfacing, cut enough 2"-wide 
bias strips to achieve the length 
of each recorded measurement. 
From the remaining interfacing, 
cut one collar and each front facing. 


e Thread the machine with all- 


purpose thread. With right sides 
together, stitch the back panels 
along the center back, following 
the pattern instructions. Press 
open the seam. 


e Select a built-in machine decorative 


stitch that has an open pattern, 
such as a smocking stitch. 


¢ Position a piece of scrap micro- 


suede right side up over a piece of 
tear-away stabilizer. Thread the 


cmemag.com 


machine with embroidery thread. 
Note: The featured jacket show- 
cases 40-wt. variegated embroidery 
thread for the decorative stitches. 


e Test-stitch the chosen decorative 
stitch. If needed, adjust the stitch 
width and length until the stitches 
are satisfactory. Record the de- 
sired stitch width and length. 


e Measure 8" from the neckline 
center on the jacket-back right 
side; mark. Draw a horizontal line 
that extends from the mark to 
each jacket side (F). 


e Float a piece of tear-away stabilizer 
under the jacket back; pin. Thread 
the machine with embroidery 
thread. Stitch a row of decorative 
stitches along the line. 


¢ Repeat to stitch 14 rows of deco- 
rative stitches above the first 
stitching row, alternating be- 
tween several thread colors. Use 
the presser foot edge as a guide 
for spacing the rows. To space 
the rows wider than the presser 
foot, use a quilt guide or specialty 
border foot as a guide. For the fea- 
tured jacket, the rows are spaced 


jacket back 





jacket sleeve 


front left 
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4" to A" apart with alternating 
white, lavender, light blue and 
variegated thread colors. 


e Repeat to stitch seven rows of 


decorative stitches on each sleeve, 
beginning the first row 3" from 
each sleeve lower edge. Space 

the rows as desired. 


¢ Repeat to stitch 15 rows of 
decorative stitches on the front- 
left panel, beginning the first row 
5" from the lower edge. Space the 
rows as desired. 


Embroider 

e Print one template each of the 
large and small appliqué designs 
and two templates of the border 
design. Place the large appliqué 
design template along the jacket- 
back right side 3" from the neckline 
upper-edge center. Place the small 
appliqué design template along 
the front-left panel center 4" from 
the lower edge and the border 
design 3" from each sleeve lower 
edge (G). Once satisfied with the 
placements, mark each design 


the fish border design 

fels at cmemag.com/ 
articles/Alaskan_Landscape 
until February 29, 2011. 
The design will be available 
for purchase by emailing 
changingtides@iname.com 
after the expiration date. 


center using a removable fabric 
marker or chalk. 


¢ Hoop the jacket back with two 
layers of tear-away stabilizer, 
centering the large appliqué mark 
within the hoop. Load the large 
appliqué design into the machine. 
Thread the machine with embroi- 
dery thread, and then place the 
hoop onto the machine. Embroi- 
der the outline stitches for the 
first appliqué element. 


¢ Once the outline stitches are 
complete, position a fat quarter 
over the stitches, using temporary 
spray adhesive to secure. Place the 
hoop back onto the machine and 
embroider the tacking stitches. 


an 


If you suffer from 
allergies or asthma, use 
a washable glue stick 
in lieu of temporary 

spray adhesive. ” 
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the machine, but don’t remove 
the fabric from the hoop. Trim the 
fabric close to the stitching. Place 
the hoop back onto the machine. 


scrap fabric to find a 
suitable stitch width 
* and length. 
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ing appliqué elements and design, 
following the design instructions. 


Embroider the small appliqué de- 
sign as per the previous appliqué 
instructions, and then embroi- 
der the border design. Note: The 
featured jacket also showcases 
embroidery on the original fac- 
ing piece for a decorative touch. If 
desired, embroider one fish along 
the facing centered 4" from the 
lower edge. Stitch a curved line of 
decorative triple running stitches, 
beginning from the fish mouth, to 
create a fishing line (H). 


When the embroidery is complete, 
tear away the stabilizer beyond 
each design perimeter. Press each 
design from the wrong side. 





H embroider fish along 
facing, if desired. 
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Construct ‘ 


e Trim the front and back panels 
along the lines to align with the 
original patterns. 


e Fuse the corresponding interfacing 
piece to each front facing and col- 
lar, following the manufacturer’s 
instructions. Repeat to fuse inter- 
facing strips to each sleeve lower 
edge, piecing the interfacing strips 
if necessary. 


e With right sides together, stitch 
the jacket front panels to the back 
along the corresponding shoulder 
and side seams, following the 
pattern instructions. Press open 
the seams. Stitch the sleeves, and 


then set in the sleeves according 
to the pattern instructions. 


e With right sides together, stitch 
the collars along the curved edge; 
grade the seam. Turn the collar 
right side out; press. Baste the collar 


to the jacket, following the pat- 
tern instructions, beginning and 
ending the stitching %" from the 
front-panel raw edges. 


¢ Fuse bias interfacing strips along 


the jacket lower-edge wrong side, 
following the manufacturer’s 
instructions. Trim any excess 
interfacing beyond the fabric 
edges, if necessary. 


Fold each fabric strip in half 
lengthwise with right sides to- 
gether; stitch 4" from the fold. 


Position one button loop along 
the jacket front-right panel on the 
right side, aligning one loop end 
with the front-panel upper edge 
and the opposite end with the 
front-panel raw edge and 4" from 
the first end (I). Adjust the loop 
size to accommodate the chosen 
button, if necessary, keeping in 
mind seam allowances. Baste 

the loop ends. 


Repeat to position the remaining 
loops along the front-right panel, 
spacing each loop approximately 
4" apart. For the featured jacket, 
the final button loop is 2%" from 
the lower edge. 


Stitch the lining center-back seam 
with right sides together. Create 

a 1" tuck along the center-back 
seam upper edge; baste. 


With right sides together, stitch 
the altered front facing to the lin- 
ing front-left panel, ending the 
stitching 4" from the lower edge. 
Press the seam toward the lining. 
Repeat to stitch the remaining fac- 
ing to the lining front-right panel. 


With right sides together, stitch the 
corresponding lining front panels 
to the lining back along the shoulder 
and side seams. Press open the 
seams. Stitch the lining sleeves, 
and then set in the sleeves follow- 
ing the pattern instructions. 


¢ With right sides together, stitch 


the jacket and lining along the 


Tu" 


I Position button loop. 


between the layers and aligning 
the shoulder and center-back 
seams. Note: The facing with 
button loops aligns with the 
neckline, but the opposite facing 
extends beyond the neckline edge 
to create the placket. 


Stitch the neckline through all 
layers; grade the seam. Turn the 
jacket right side out; press. Fold 
and press the placket so it’s 

1" wide. 

Fold the jacket lower edge toward 
the wrong side at the desired 

hem length; press. Repeat to fold 
each facing lower edge toward the 
wrong side to align with the jacket 
lower-edge fold. With right sides 
together, hand stitch each facing 
to the jacket along the fold. Fold 
the lining lower edge 2" toward 
the wrong side; hand stitch over 
the jacket hem. Repeat to hem 
and stitch the sleeves. 


Mark button placements along the 
placket/panel seam to correspond 
with each button loop. Hand stitch 
one button at each mark. yy 


DESIGNS 

Border, Large Applique & Small Applique: Changing 
Tides, Ice Fishing collection; changingtides.com (email 
changingtides@iname.com to order design collection) 


SOURCES 


Janome provided the Memory Craft 11000 sewing and 
embroidery machine used to construct the featured 
jacket: janome.com. 

OESD provided the Ultra Clean & Tear stabilizer: 
embroideryonline.com. 


Trim the seams to %", and then ; 
front-panel raw edges. Pin the 


jacket to the lining along the 
neckline, sandwiching the collar 


turn the tubes right side out to 
create button loops; press. 
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Supplies listed are enough to make one 

14'4"x19" pillow. 
17\2"x22" rectangle each of burlap and coordi- 
nating felt 
two 13°x14\4" rectangles of heavyweight cotton 
or wool fabric (pillow back) 
22 yards of 2'4"-wide coordinating bias binding 
5"-long piece of *%"-wide hook-and-loop tape 
4 yards of 2mm-wide coordinating decorative 
cording (such as rattail) 
10"x15" pillow form (See “Custom Pillow Form” 
on page 51.) 
tear-away stabilizer 
water-soluble topper 
temporary spray adhesive 
machine feet: couching & walking 
needles: size 90/14 embroidery & universal 
thread: all-ourpose, bobbin & embroidery 
hand sewing needle 
chalk marker 
embroidery design 


Embroider 


e Load the design into the machine. Open a new 
page on the machine screen. Turn on the ma- 
chine screen’s grid to help arrange the designs 
symmetrically. Position the design on the screen 
right-side edge. Mirror-image the design, and 
then position it across from the first design (A). 





For more burlap embroidery 


tips, see “Material World: 
Burlap” inthe Sept/Oct ’10 | | A Mirror-image design and 


issue of CME. Order the back Place across first design. 


issue at quiltandsewshop.com. 
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¢ Burlap dulls needies,.so have an extra. = 


needle on Meats Fal the needle makes | 


foMeleje)eyiate noisé-ds. if penetrates the 


fe] ei toMMed ale late() the needle. 


».° Burlap ravels easily. afelatel ls hme Ty ahihvg 
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’ 


~ 


“and serge- or zigzag-finish all raw 


~. 


_ r-edges to prevent fraying. 


7 


: -Use fo MY (e)(-)er-ie) (Ue) (-mie) lel mala) 


embroidering burlap to‘prevent the 


stitches from sinking into the fabric. 
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olliitotUlimiomedtimel|(e)alemint— grainline. 


e Duplicate the combined design, 


and then rotate it 90° to create a 
wreath (B). Ungroup the designs, 
if necessary, to arrange them so 
they form an even circle. Group 
the designs to form one wreath 
design, and then resize the 
wreath to fit within the hoop, 

if necessary. 


Align the burlap and felt rect- 
angles with wrong sides together, 
using temporary spray adhesive 
to secure. This is the pillow front. 


Fold the rectangle in half 
lengthwise and widthwise; 
mark the foldline intersection 
using a chalk marker. Cut a top- 
per rectangle larger than the 
design. Moisten the topper 
corners. Center the topper 
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rectangle over the foldline 
intersection; finger-press the 
topper corners to secure. 


Hoop the pillow front with a 
piece of tear-away stabilizer, 
centering the foldline intersection 
within the hoop. Place the hoop 
onto the machine, and then 
embroider the design. 


Once the embroidery is com- 
plete, remove the hoop from the 
machine and the fabric from the 
hoop. Carefully tear away the 
stabilizer and remove the top- 
per using a damp cloth or cotton 
swab. Don’t immerse the pillow 
front in water. 


Trim the pillow front to 14*%"x19", 
centering the design. 


we 


, 


‘ 
: 


a 


Construct 


Position one pillow-back rectan- 
gle right side down on a flat work 
surface. Fold one short edge *A" 
toward the wrong side. Fold the 
edge another 1" toward the wrong 
side; topstitch. Repeat to stitch 
one short edge of the remaining 
pillow-back rectangle. 


Center the hook-tape piece over 
one hemmed short-edge right 
side; pin, and then stitch the 
tape perimeter. Center the loop- 
tape piece over the remaining 
hemmed short-edge wrong side; 
pin, and then stitch the tape 
perimeter. 


e With the right sides facing up, 
overlap one hemmed edge 3" over 
the other hemmed edge, forming 


cmemag.com 


B Duplicate combined design and 
rotate to create wreath. 





a 14%4"x19" rectangle; pin (C). Trim 


the excess fabric, if necessary. 


up on a flat work surface. Draw 
a rectangle 2%" from the pillow- 
front edges. 


With wrong sides together, align 


the pillow front and back with the | 


front side facing up. 


Install a couching foot onto the 
machine. Position a length of 


cording along the drawn rectangle; 


pin, and then topstitch the cord- 
ing using a 2mm narrow zigzag 
stitch. Abut the cording ends for 
a seamless look. 


Serge- or zigzag-stitch the rect- 


angle perimeter through all layers — 


a" from the raw edges. 


Finish 

¢ Piece together the binding strips 
to create one 87"-long strip. Fold 
the strip in half lengthwise with 
wrong sides together; press. Fold 
one binding end at a 45° angle. 


Position the pillow front right side : 





19" 


G Overlap hemmed edges. 


Down 


D Fold binding 
up and over 
itself. 


center of one pillow-front long 
edge with right sides together and 
raw edges aligned. 


Install a walking foot onto the 
machine. Begin stitching 2" 
from the folded end through all 
layers, using a ‘4" seam allow- 
ance. Stitch to the corner, ending 
the stitching 4" from the adjacent 
fabric edge. 


At the corner, raise the needle, 
turn the fabric, and then fold the 
binding up and back down over 
itself to miter the corner (D). Lower 
the needle and continue stitch- 
ing. Repeat to stitch the remaining 
binding, mitering each corner. 


End the stitching 1" before the 
binding beginning. Trim the bind- 
ing end so it fits inside the binding 
beginning. Insert the binding 
end into the beginning fold; 
continue stitching. 


Fold the binding toward the pil- 
low back. Slipstitch the binding 
fold to the pillow back. 


Insert the pillow form into the 


When an unusual pillow 
form size is needed, make 
your own using quilt bat- 
ting and polyester fiberfill. 
Using batting instead of 
fabric gives the pillow a 
smooth appearance be- 
cause it’s thick enough to 
disguise any stuffing lumps. 
¢ For the featured pillow, 
cut one 15°x20" rectan- 
gle of low-loft batting. 


Fold the batting in half 
widthwise so it’s 10"x15". 
Stitch the batting pe- 
rimeter using a 2.5mm 
zigzag stitch, leaving a 6" 
opening along one edge 
for stuffing. 


Loosely fill the pillow form 
with polyester fiberfill. 
Note: A flat pillow form 
works better for a flange- 
style pillow. 


Pin the opening, and 
then zigzag stitch the 
opening closed. 


et®eeeoeceeeoeeeoeeeeeeeeeeceeeaeeeoee eee eaeeeeeee eee eeeeeeeeaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeoeeeeoeeeeeeeeseeaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 
SPeeeeeeseeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeseeeeseeeeseeeeeeeeeseeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 


DESIGN 
Flourish: OESD #12281, Urban Trench, Black Flourish 





Position the folded end along the pillowcase. Centerpiece, #NB687_48; embroideryonline.com 
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Use digitizing software to create and combine unique 
embroidery designs that mimic impressionist art. 


@eeeeeeeeeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeseeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeesn: 


Photo Conversion 


The photo conversion feature in digitizing software 

is typically used to convert photos into stitching 
data; however, it can also be used on any graphic 
to create unique results. When converting a photo, 
the linear stitching pattern has subtle shading 
variations that highlight facial features. When 
working with a graphic that has a simple shape, 
the linear stitching pattern creates a subtle effect 
that resembles soft brush strokes. 






my SHOPPING LIST 

_O digitizing software (with photo conversion 
option) 

© computer drawing program (such as Paint) 
0 thread: bobbin & embroidery 

hand sewing needle 

0 photo editing software (optional) 

leaf clipart design 


Coe eeereseoreseseseese 
PO WEREMEREERERESERERERERERERE 


eg 


Lee, ee oe | 
Pee eeeeceeeseeeeeeeeseseeosesesesesesseeseseesesesesee® 


Leaf Design 


e Open a new page in the software program. Open 
the leaf clipart design onto the page. 


e In the photo editing options, change the grain 
angle to 25°, and then click OK. Most default grain 
settings are 0°, which limits stitch dimension. The 
leaf will have lines across the design that signify 
the stitches (A). 


e Remove the leaf graphic to view the stitches (B). 


EEE EEE EERE EEE EE EERE EEE EEE E EEE EE EEE HEHE EEE EE EERE HEE E EEE EE HEE EEE E EE EEE E HEHE EEE E HEHEHE EEE E HEHEHE EEE EEE EEE 
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Stitching Style 


¢ Change the resolution and grain angles to alter the 


color depths and detail accents, as desired (C). Save 
the design in the appropriate machine format. 


_¢ Repeat to create two additional leaf designs 


using different resolutions and angles fora 
varied appearance (D). Save each design in 
the appropriate format. 
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A lines signify stitches. B Remove leaf graphic. 





C Change resolution and grain angles. 


D Create two 
additional 
designs. 
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ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES 
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Oval Design 


¢ Open a new page in the drawing 
program. Select any color ex- 
cept for black. Select the circle 
tool. Draw a 2"- to 4"-long oval. 


¢ Color the oval using the same 
color as the outline. 





F Crop to outline 
oval perimeter. 
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e Select the spray paint tool. 
Spray several areas within the 
oval, using various colors (E). 


e Save the design. Open the design | 


onto a new page in the digitizing 
software. 
¢ Crop to outline the oval perim- 


eter (F). If the software doesn’t 
have a cropping tool, use photo 


editing software to crop the oval | 


before loading it into the digitiz- 
ing program. 

¢ In the photo editing options, 
change the grain angle to 15°. 


¢ Save the design in the appro- 
priate machine format. Repeat 
to create two additional ovals 
using different densities and 
angles. 


e Note: The stitching pattern of 
the Photo program uses the 
color variations to produce 
different shading effects. Ex- 
periment with various colors to 
view the different effects when 
the photo program converts 
each stitch area. A darker base 


shade produces a darker design; : 
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a lighter base shade produces 
a lighter design. 


Embroider 


¢ Load the designs into the 
embroidery machine. Print 
templates of each design and 
audition them on the fabric in a 
pleasing arrangement; mark the 
center cross marks. 


¢ Hoop the fabric with the appro- 
priate stabilizer. Embroider the 
designs. 


¢ Once the embroidery is com- 
plete, remove the hoop from the 
machine and the fabric from 
the hoop. Remove the stabilizer, 
following the manufacturer’s 
instructions. 


e Thread a hand sewing needle 
with green embroidery thread 
and stitch a twig pattern over 
the embroidered designs using 
a backstitch, if desired. J 


SOURCE 
Janome provided the Digitizer MB software: 
janome.com. 
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Picnic Tit oS 
Sug Retail e. 
$50.00 


Available a i 
your local Qt % 
Shops Nowa 


of patterns and 
Retailers at: 


www. lunchboxquilts 
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r Introducing 42 


7 Vore Blendables 
for 2011 


Because you asked for them, the designers at Sulky have created 
42, all new, stunningly beautiful, must have, Blendables. All are 
available on King-Size, Snap-End Spools containing 330 yds. of 
12 wt. or 500 yds. of 30 wt. thread. Get Sulky Blendables in all 
126 colors exclusively at independent retail stores. 





¢ Highest quality, long staple 100% Egyptian Cotton 


¢ A masterful blend of different colors within the same range of 
tone and intensity. Random color changes every 2-1/2" to 5". 


* Ideal for Quilting, Appliquéing, Serging and Embroidering Batiks, 
Mottled Solids, Florals or any Multi-colored or Shaded Fabric 





To instruct and inspire you, look for 
our fabulous, new, project-filled book 
from Joyce Drexler, Fun with Sulky 
Blendables and Solid Color Cottons! 


The quilted, inked wallhanging, “Desert 
Wonder,” shown above, is by Instructor 
and Thread Artist, Linda Visnaw. See 
more of her work featured in the book. 


“si Blendables ee) 


& Solid Color Cotton Threads 


ute muy 








blouse front. Cc 
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e Using a ruler and water-soluble marker, draw 
vertical and horizontal lines 4" apart to create a 
grid on the blouse front (A). Avoid buttons and 
buttonholes when drawing the horizontal lines. 
Note: The horizontal lines appear longer along the 
blouse button placket, but the lines will appear 
even when the blouse is buttoned. 





eo ready-made button-down linen shirt (without 
> front placket or darts) 

-O% yard of matching linen fabric 

- oO lightweight tear-away stabilizer 

* © thread: all-purpose & matching 80-wt. cotton 


- [) water-soluble marker - © Place a piece of water-soluble tape over each 
- [] water-soluble adhesive tape : vertical line; finger-press. Peel away the paper 
- [1 edgestitching foot : from the tape. Fuse the fabric strips wrong side 


- (J embroidery software (optional) 


down over each tape piece, following the 
- (vintage style embroidery designs 


manufacturer’s instructions. 


> 
Seeseeoeoeeeeeeaeeeeeeeeeeeeeoeeeeeeeeeeaeeoeeseeaeeaeeeeeen *® 


e Install an edgestitching foot onto the machine 
and thread the machine with all-purpose thread. 
Get Started Edgestitch each strip long edge close to the fold, 
e Starch and press the linen. ending the stitching along the blouse upper-edge 
seam and lower edge. Trim the strip ends ‘4" 


¢ Cut eight strips measuring 1" x the fabric width. 
beyond the stitching. 


Fold the strips in half lengthwise with wrong sides 
together; press, and then unfold. With wrong sides 
together, fold each strip long edge toward the fold- | 
line to create ‘4"-wide strips; press. A Draw grids 


along blouse 
front. 


Construct 


e Place the blouse over an ironing board. Separate 
the blouse front from the blouse back with the 
blouse front facing up. Pin the blouse front to the 
ironing board. 
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(The floral with long stem designs 
on the featured blouse are split 
along the stem.) Save the designs in 
the appropriate machine format. 


¢ Once the desired look is achieved, 
mark each design center using a 
water-soluble fabric marker. (The 
featured blouse also has a design 
along the left cuff 4" from the but- 
tonhole and along the blouse back 
centered 2’4" from the collar seam.) 





¢ Load a design into the machine. 
Hoop the blouse with a piece of 
tear-away stabilizer, centering one 


¢ Remove ¥%" of the blouse seam seam and folding the opposite design within the hoop. Place the 
along the upper edge directly strip end over the blouse center- hoop onto the machine and thread 
above each strip end, and then front toward the wrong side. the machine with 80-wt. cotton 
insert each strip end into the thread. Embroider the design. 


blouse. Restitch the blouse seam 


‘ e When the embroidery is complete, 
to secure the strip ends. Fold each Embroider = 


remove the hoop from the machine 


opposite strip end overthe blouse  « print templates of each design. and the fabric from the hoop. Tear 
lower edge toward the wrong side; Center each template on the blouse away the stabilizer close to the de- 
ee front within the grids. If desired, sign perimeter. Repeat to embroider 
stitching to secure. use embroidery software to in- the remaining designs. J 

e Adhere and stitch strips along crease the design height. Or, if the 
each horizontal line, following the designs are too tall, separate the DESIGNS 
previous instructions, inserting design along an inconspicuous iia pit pia eyed poe Lanes 
one strip end into the blouse side area using embroidery software. _ store.marthapullen.com 
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Artwork for 
Quilters, 
Embroiderers, 
& Craftspeople 
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Purchase, download, re-size and print ready-to-use 
vector images of patterns in minutes—no waiting. 


Intricate and simplistic designs at affordable prices. 


Free download of sample designs, with instructions 
for re-sizing to suit your project needs. 


= as re Needle Abs Lu 


~ ayer . Project shown here is the “Cross Body Hipster" is 
Find A Dealer: www. hoopsisters.com — 


L 
Website: http://pdf.onesongneedlearts.com 
Donna Kleinke, Des qner 
Door County, Wisconsin, USA 


Find us on 


Facebook Yan. ae 








Host, 
Ellen March 





Host Ellen March is back with more fun guests, easy 
techniques and simple projects to get your creative 
juices flowing. Visit sewitalltv.com for episode guides, 


guest lineups, free project instructions and more. 


SEASON 2 IS NOW AIRING 
ON PBS STATIONS NATIONWIDE! 


Visit pbs.org to find your local PBS station and a listing of showtimes. 


THANK YOU to the fabulous underwriters of Sew /t All, Series 200! 
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